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In Year 9, students are afforded a 
degree of choice in personalising their 
curriculum. In addition to the 
compulsory subject areas of Religious 
Education, Math, English, Science, 
Humanities, Languages, Physical 
Education and Health Education they 
are given the opportunity to select 6 
specialist subjects (3 per semester). 

Specialist subjects run for 1 Semester 
and can only be studied once with the 
following exceptions. Music: Extension 
must be studied for a whole year while 
Drama and Dance can be studied for a 
single semester or for a whole year. 

Choosing specialist subjects is an 
opportunity for students to bring the 
College Vision for Learning to life and 
‘Ignite the Spirit’. Igniting the Spirit 
should be a deliberate action which 
requires investment, energy and 
perseverance. When choosing specialist 
subjects, students should consider what 
will assist their growth in the 4 ‘Ignite’ 
principles of connection, challenge, 
curiosity and creativity. This means that 

when selecting subjects they should 
choose what they enjoy, should pay little 
attention to what their peers are 
choosing and should not be afraid to try 
something new without feeling ‘locked 
in’ to a particular pathway.  

For this reason, Corpus Christi avoids 
using Year 9 option subjects as 
prerequisites for Year 10 subjects. For 
example, A student is still able to study 

Outdoor Education in Year 10 even if 
they did not select this as an option 
subject in Year 9. The Year 9 subject 
selection process does not close any 
doors for future study pathways. 

Students are reminded that they should 
consult with their families and 
stakeholders about their subjects but 
ultimately take overall responsibility for 
their subject selections. 

Specialist subjects provide students an opportunity to demonstrate curiosity and explore their passions

Introduction
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Students must study 2 Arts units over 
the course of the year

Students should involve their families 
and stakeholders in the decision 
process but take overall responsibility 
for their final selections

Students should use specialist subjects 
to continue to explore their interests 
and passions

Students must study 2 Technology units 
over the course of the year

Rationale
Approach to subject selection



THE ARTS 
Learning Area
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Study in the Arts ‘Ignites the Spirit’ through sparking creativity and curiosity. Students challenge themselves independently and connect with 
each other by working in teams towards a common goal. 

Students interested in Art, Design, Writing, Directing, Acting, Dancing, Music and Media should consider an Art subject for ATAR. Historically, 
students choosing Arts subjects use them as one of their highest point scores for University entry. An Arts ATAR equips many with the creative 
capacity demanded of the modern workplace. 

Students must complete at least 2 Arts units over the course of the year. This equates to 2 semester units OR 1 full year unit. 

The Arts
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Students will focus on the dance forms of Jazz and 
Contemporary Dance, exploring the technical aspects of 
these dance genres while focusing on enhancing levels 
of fitness, strength and flexibility. As well as developing 
skills, students will develop a sound repertoire of 
choreography for original dance works that will be 
incorporated into College performances and public 
performances. Classes will also explore performance 
techniques and design elements in order to develop an 
understanding of the performance process.  

This course is Semester Specific. This means that 
students can study Dance for a semester OR for the 
entire year. 

Future Study: This subject provides foundation skills 
that can lead to Year 10 Dance, as well as ATAR Dance 
in Year 11 and 12. 

Dance
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Drama is a practical and creative subject in which 
students develop technical skills in improvisation, 
characterisation, play-building, scripting, movement and 
voice. Through an emphasis on participation, group 
work, personal creativity and confidence development 
students will study the creation of original drama and 
techniques of devising and play building. They will 
explore different styles of drama how to create pieces 
that can inspire a young audience as well as learn how 
to use skills such as stage combat and physical theatre 
techniques. 

This course is Semester Specific. This means that 
students can study Drama for a semester OR for the 
entire year. 

Future Study: This subject provides foundation skills 
that can lead to Year 10 Drama, as well as ATAR Drama 
in Year 11 and 12. 

Drama
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Media Arts
Each day, we are exposed to the world the media 
chooses to present to us. How do we respond to this? 
In this course, students are provided with opportunities 
to view media work from contemporary and past times 
to explore viewpoints from Australian and/or international 
media work. They consider the impact context and 
audience have on media work, and explore the impact of 
trends on how audiences use and react to media.  

As part of this course, students extend and refine their 
skills and processes for problem-solving, working as a 
team, following timelines and using processes and 
strategies to ensure safe and responsible use of media 
equipment such as still and video cameras. 

Future Study: This subject provides foundation skills 
that can lead to Year 10 Media, as well as ATAR Arts 
subjects. Photo and video skills are relevant in multiple 
future academic pathways. 
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This course is designed to attract students with a 
passion for a variety of contemporary music and live 
performance. The course aims to develop general 
musicianship skills and offer a range of performance 
opportunities. It is open to students with an interest in 
music, even if they do not currently receive vocal or 
instrumental lessons. 

Year 9 General Music offers a platform for performance 
experience and development of personal musicianship. 
Students have the opportunity to respond to and reflect 
on music from a range of genres, including Jazz, Funk, 
R&B, Pop, Rock and Folk Rock. Students will engage in 
regular performance and recording activities (mostly in 
bands/ensembles), and have the chance to develop 
skills useful in the music industry for example the 
fundamentals of various music industry roles such as 
sound technician, event manager and recording 
engineer.  

Course requirements: All students must be prepared 
to participate in performing activities including learning 
new repertoire on a variety of instruments and singing in 
groups. 

Future Study: Could lead to Year 10 Live Music, Year 
11 Music General, Year 12 Music General.   

Music: General
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Year 9 Music Extension is designed for students who 
have already reached an intermediate or advanced level 
in instrumental or vocal studies. The main focus will be to 
develop the knowledge and skills required to perform, 
appraise and compose music in a wide variety of styles 
and contexts. In addition to performance, students also 
cover other areas of study integral to the music industry.  

This is a whole year course. This means that students 
must study Music: Extension in both Semester One and 
Semester Two. 

Course requirements: All students must be receiving 
instrumental or vocal lessons. Students should currently 
be performing at or beyond a Grade 2 AMEB level or 
equivalent, at the commencement of the course. 
Students should be able to read music (staff notation). 

Students wishing to enrol in this course who are unsure if 
they meet prerequisites, are requested to contact the 
Head of Music to arrange an interview. 

Future Study: Could lead to Year 10 Extension Music 
and ATAR Music in Year 11 and 12.  

Note that Year 9 Music: Extension is a prerequisite 
for Year 10 Music. This is the only Year 9 specialist 
subject that is a pre-requisite for a subject in Year 10. 

Music: Extension
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Students engage in inquiry, document their ideas and 
apply understanding of compositional structure to create 
a unique personal response, while representing either a 
theme/concept or subject matter.  In this subject making 
and responding to the discipline areas of drawing, 
Photoshop designs, painting, printmaking, sculpture, 
glass technology and mixed media.  

Visual Art: Fine Art

Visual Art: Functional 
Form
Students engage in inquiry, document their ideas and 
apply understanding of compositional structure to create 
a unique personal response, while representing either a 
theme/concept or subject matter.  In this subject making 
and responding to the discipline areas of functional 
ceramics, functional glass technology, textiles, paper 
crafts, wearable art and mixed media. 
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Students engage in inquiry, document their ideas and 
apply understanding of compositional structure to create 
a unique personal response, while representing either a 
theme/concept or subject matter.  In this subject making 
and responding to the discipline areas of mosaics, 
landscape architecture, architectural form, Murals, 
installations graphic design, adornment/embellishment, 
skateboard designs, cartooning and artefacts. 

Future Study: All Visual Art subjects provide skills and 
approaches which can be used in the study of Fine Art 
or Design Fundamentals in Year 10 and Visual Arts 
subjects (ATAR, Certificate or General) in Year 11 and 12.

Visual Art: Public Art



TECHNOLOGY 
Learning Area
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The study of Technology subjects allows students to 
become proficient in using specific skills…. 

Students use the Technology Process to research, 
design, plan, produce and evaluate their own projects, 
while working both independently and collaboratively.  

The students will be involved in negotiating the projects 
that they would like to work on and will be given as 
much choice as possible. The students can also gather 
formal feedback from practical applications of their skills 
outside the classroom and use this towards their 
assessment.  

Students must complete at least 2 Technology 
subjects over the course of the year. 

Technology
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Students will have the opportunity to investigate, develop 
and promote their own business venture using innovative 
business concepts and ICT skills. In this course students 
will learn the essential entrepreneurship skills of 
understanding the current marketplace, marketing skills 
and strategies, basic cash accounting processes, 
inventory control and negotiation tactics. 

Future Study:  This subject can lead to further study in 
Technologies in Years 10, 11 and 12 including ATAR 
Accounting.

Business Beginnings
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Rationale: The subject is designed to be an introduction 
to several skills that can be used to create gifts or unique 
handcrafted items for sale.  

Students will focus on 3 main areas. Handmade jewellery 
(e.g.macramé and bead bracelets), aromatherapy  and 
cosmetics (lip balm, bath bombs and scented candles), 
and food preparation (jams, cookies and confectionary). 

Future Study:  This subject can lead to further study in 
Technologies in Years 10, 11 and 12.

Clever Hands

This subject provides students a basic background in 
the kinds of skills that would be used in simple child-
care situations such as babysitting assignments and 
helping with children’s parties. These include healthy-
but-fun food preparation, children’s games and group 
activities, designing and managing knowledge about 
child development and safety and aspects of care. 

Future Study:  This subject can lead to further study 
in Technologies in Years 10, 11 and 12. 

Caring For Children
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This course provides opportunities for students to 
investigate, research and present information, design 
and make products and undertake project development. 
These opportunities allow students to apply engineering 
processes, computer science skills and knowledge, 
understand underpinning scientific and mathematical 
principles, develop engineering technology skills and 
explore the interrelationships between engineering and 
society.  

Future Study: This course aims to prepare students for 
a future in an increasingly technological world by 
providing the foundation for life-long learning about 
engineering. It is particularly suited to those students 
who are interested in engineering and technical 
industries as future careers.  

Completing this subject can lead to further study in 
Technologies in Years 10, 11 and 12.

Engineering
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This course builds upon compulsory coding courses in 
Years 7 and 8, allowing students to produce apps that 
are suitable for deployment on a mobile computing 
device such as the iPad or iPhone.  

Students will learn a variety of general programming 
techniques, apply Human-Centred and user Experience 
design principles to application development and use 
advanced data structures such as arrays and records to 
develop more complex ideas.  

Future Study: This course is designed for students who 
are looking for future opportunities in Computer Science 
and have a strong interest in computer programming. 

Completing this subject can lead to further study in 
Technologies in Years 10, 11 and 12, including ATAR 
Applied Information Technology.

Mobile Games 
Development
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Students are introduced to essential nutrition knowledge 
for wise food choices and healthy lifestyles. They learn 
and develop skills that enable them to produce food that 
is nutritious, appealing to teenagers and of a high 
standard. 

Using the technology process, students investigate and 
construct meals that meet specific dietary requirements, 
design menus for differing situations, learn how to take 
advantage of technology in the kitchen and learn a 
lifelong skill in being able to prepare healthy food for 
themselves, their family and friends. 

Future Study:  This subject can lead to further study in 
Technologies in Years 10, 11 and 12.

Food
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Students are encouraged to use a range of equipment; 
drawing and computer aided design techniques to 
develop instrument and communication skills. 
Particularly, this course will develop knowledge, 
understanding and skills to ensure students can produce 
designed solutions for a variety of design briefs, make a 
range of products using Computer Aided Design (CAD) 
software, 3D printers and laser cutters as well as learn 
skills and techniques in Fusion 360, Adobe Photoshop, 
Adobe Illustrator and AutoCAD. 

Future Study:  This subject can lead to further study in 
Technologies in Years 10, 11 and 12.

Graphics 
Dimensional 
Design 
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Students are encouraged to use a range of specialist 
hand tools, machines and equipment to develop, design, 
and create projects using the metal medium. In addition 
to technical skills such as hollowing, plenishing, use of 
oxy-acetylene equipment, taper turning, aluminum 
casting and machine polishing, students will also learn to 
problem solve and practice workshop safety when 
handling machines and equipment.

Metalwork

Students are encouraged to use a range of specialist 
hand tools, machines and equipment to develop, design, 
and create projects using the wood medium. In addition 
to technical skills such as the use of hand and power 
tools, learning structural design elements and working 
with different materials students will also learn to 
problem solve and practice workshop safety when 
handling machines and equipment. 

Future Study:  Both Metalwork and Woodwork can lead 
to further study in Technologies in Years 10, 11 and 12, 
as well as VET courses and Workplace Learning.

Woodwork
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Students will have the opportunity to apply practical 
skills to clothing construction. Planning, designing and 
constructing garments as part of the technology 
process. 

In constructing garments for their age-group, students 
will learn to use sewing machines and overlockers as 
well as being introduced to some hand techniques. 

Future Study:  This subject can lead to further study 
in Technologies in Years 10, 11 and 12.

Textiles



HEALTH AND 
PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

Learning Area
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In Year 9 students have the opportunity to select specialist subjects in Health and Physical Education which will complement their study in the 
compulsory subjects of Physical Education (2 periods per week) and Health Education (1 period per week). 

Health and Physical Education specialist subjects allow participants to learn more about looking after their bodies, keeping themselves healthy 
and minimising risk of injury. Many studies have linked physical wellbeing and health with overall happiness. Additionally, students involved in 
these subjects benefit from setting and achieving personal challenges as well as learning to work effectively in teams. 

Specialist Health and Physical Education subjects are not compulsory. All students will already study Physical Education and 
Health Education as part of the Year 9 compulsory curriculum. 

Health and Physical Education
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Experience a variety of ball games, for example, Flag 
Belt Rugby, Indoor Soccer and European Handball. 
Students will develop their skills, strategies and game 
awareness for each of the games and investigate links 
between strategies and tactics. 

Future Study: This subject can lead to further study in 
Health and Physical Education in Years 10, 11 and 12

Ball Games
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Experience the skills, strategies and tactics of Australian 
Rules Football (AFL). Students will be expected to 
participate in skill development and game awareness 
and to understand the rules and effect of these rules on 
strategies and tactics. Students will experience the 
application of strategies and tactics in AFL to other 
invasion games. 

Future Study: This subject can lead to further study in 
Health and Physical Education in Years 10, 11 and 12

Footy Smarts

Experience the skills, strategies and tactics of Netball. 
Students will be expected to participate in skill 
development and game awareness, understand the rules 
and impact of these rules on strategies and tactics. 
Students will experience the application of Netball 
strategies and tactics to other invasion games. 

Future Study: This subject can lead to further study in 
Health and Physical Education in Years 10, 11 and 12

Netball Smarts
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This subject introduces students to activities in a variety 
of outdoor environments as well as enhancing an 
individuals’ ability to work independently, cooperatively 
and confidently. The activities covered are survival 
swimming, group challenges, navigation and cycling. 

Prerequisites:  The ability to confidently swim and ride 
a bicycle is essential.  

Future Study:  This subject can lead to further study in 
Outdoor Education in Years 10, 11 and 12. 

Outdoor Education
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Students will be introduced to fitness and exercise in 
detail.  Students will be given the opportunity to improve 
individual fitness through experiencing a variety of 
exercise methods, construct healthy training regimes 
and understand the concepts behind fitness programs, 
types of training and methods of training.  

Future Study:  This subject can lead to further study in 
Health and Physical Education in Years 10, 11 and 12. 

Sport and Fitness
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Decision Time
How do I select my subjects?

Read Year 9 Handbook and discuss 
subject options with my parents

Complete subject selection on 
spring.edval.education/login

Contact my teachers if I have any 
questions about subjects or selections 
(see contact list on page 31)

Make a final decision on which 6 
subjects I would like to study. Order 
these subjects in terms of preference.

1

2

3

4

https://spring.edval.education/login
https://spring.edval.education/login
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Important Contacts

I Need Help With Person to Contact Email

General questions about subject 
selection Homeroom Teacher or Head of Year 8 simon.messer@cewa.edu.au

Questions about Arts subjects Head of Learning Area: Arts james.dove@cewa.edu.au

Questions about Technology  
subjects Head of Learning Area: Technology rhonda.armenti@cewa.edu.au

Questions about Health and 
Physical Education subjects Head of Learning Area: Health and Phys Ed sheldon.mcintyre@cewa.edu.au

Questions about future pathways 
and career opportunities Careers Coordinator rachel.burke@cewa.edu.au

Questions about the Year 9 
curriculum or issues with the 

subject selection website
Deputy Principal: Middle School jean-paul.papineau@cewa.edu.au

Questions about the Year 9 
curriculum for Education Support 

students
Director of Learning and Education Support amanda.fernhough@cewa.edu.au


mailto:simon.messer@cewa.edu.au?subject=Question%20about%20Year%209%20specialist%20subjects
mailto:james.dove@cewa.edu.au?subject=Question%20about%20Year%209%20specialist%20subjects
mailto:rhonda.armenti@cewa.edu.au?subject=Question%20about%20Year%209%20specialist%20subjects
mailto:sheldon.mcintyre@cewa.edu.au?subject=Question%20about%20Year%209%20specialist%20subjects
mailto:rachel.burke@cewa.edu.au?subject=Question%20about%20Year%209%20specialist%20subjects
mailto:jean-paul.papineau@cewa.edu.au?subject=Question%20about%20Year%209%20specialist%20subjects
mailto:amanda.fernhough@cewa.edu.au?subject=Question%20about%20Year%209%20specialist%20subjects
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