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WELCOME TO CORPUS SPIRIT

Corpus Christi College is a 
community of people who 
aspire to have a common 
vision of life, as an 
educational community, 
as a faith community 
and a community of 
people who value real 
human growth and hence 
spiritual growth. 

As educators we often 
see the fruits of our efforts on a daily basis, however, 
more often than not, the opportunities and experiences 
offered result in long-term benefits which occur long 
after the student’s direct involvement at Corpus. 

This is one reason why we so highly value – and 
make concerted efforts to maintain and promote – a 
connection with you, our College alumni. For me, it is 
always a highlight to have past students return, in some 
cases in a continuing capacity, to share their talents and 

gifts with us in activities such as coaching or sharing 
their life experiences with classes. 

This issue is just one glimpse into our culture for 
Semester 2 of 2019. Every day, our students and alumni 
pursue their goals by ‘having a go’, exploring their 
passions, and connecting with like-minded peers and 
mentors. 

I encourage you to share your stories and milestones 
with the Corpus community so we can celebrate 
together and inspire, not just those of us who have 
completed secondary schooling, but the students 
currently studying at Corpus.  

On behalf of Mrs Caroline Payne and myself, we wish 
you a happy and holy Christmas, and look forward to 
sharing more Alumni stories in the new year.

Frank Italiano

Acting Principal

MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL
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THEATRE OPENING

Recently recognised as a joint winner of the Master 
Builder’s Bankwest Excellence in Construction Award, 
the Corpus Christi College Theatre was officially opened 
with a special ceremony on Tuesday 27 August 2019. 

Dr Debra Sayce, Executive Director of Catholic 
Education Western Australia, unveiled the plaque to a 
crowd of distinguished guests and Catholic community 
members. After Reverend Father Phong Nguyen blessed 
the building on behalf of the Perth Archdiocese, guests 
were treated to three student performances showcasing 
the College’s strength in dance, music and drama. 

‘After recently presenting the dance gala and Disney’s 
Beauty and the Beast productions to sell-out audiences 
– prompting extensions to both seasons – we believe 
our newest facility has been a resounding success,’ said 
Principal Mrs Caroline Payne. 

In addition to seating for 400+ guests, features include 
bespoke acoustic panelling, an enhanced sound system, 

a multi-function hydraulic orchestra pit, and digital LED 
screens and lighting.  

Beyond the performing arts, Mrs Payne explained that 
the theatre will also support a full range of student 
activities, allowing all students to embrace a learning 
philosophy of togetherness, creativity and collaboration.  

College Board Chair Darren Cutri lauded the foresight 
and commitment from all those involved in the project. 
The College thanked EIW Architects, McCorkell 
Constructions, Project Manager Patricia Rodrigues and 
successive College Boards for bringing their vision to life.  

We had several Alumni in attendance, including Veronica 
Santoro, who we have highlighted in our ‘Where are 
They Now” section and who also provided some 
feedback on the new Theatre:

“It was an honour to be present at the official opening of the 
new Theatre. 

The building itself is simply amazing and we were definitely 
feeling a bit jealous of the students who will have the 
opportunity to perform here!! 

Amelia and I were lucky enough to have many performance 
opportunities during our years at Corpus. Personally they 
were some of my favourite memories of school and a new 
facility of this standard will just enhance the opportunities 
provided to students. Now I just hope my kids show an 
interest in the arts!!” 
- Veronica Santoro; Class of 2006

Veronica Santoro; Class of 2006 and  
Amelia Santoro; Class of 2010

Matthew Tloczek; Class of 2007 and 
Reverend Father Phong Nguyen

Rhiannon Simpson (nee Eastman) and Jessica 
Harrison (nee Hodgkinson); both Class of 2007 
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BUILDING & DEVELOPMENT - THEATRE BUILDING & DEVELOPMENT - AQUATIC CENTRE

JUST ADD WATER:  
CORPUS CHRISTI COLLEGE AQUATIC 
CENTRE COMMENCES BUILD 

Corpus Christi College has commenced construction 
of the new multi-purpose Aquatic Centre, a much-
anticipated indoor facility that will feature an eight-lane, 
heated 25m pool with a depth of 2m, as well as a ‘Learn- 
to-Swim pool’ and tiered seating for 180. The official 
‘turning of the soil’ took place in a special ceremony 
prior to the College’s annual Burgundy, White and 
Blue sports dinner on Thursday 31 October 2109, with 
Alumni and the College Board in attendance.  

Described as the next stage of the College’s current 
capital development plan, Acting Principal Frank Italiano 
explained that the building of a swimming pool has 
been a part of the future vision of the College since 
the 1990s. With 1,300 students across Years 7-12, the 
co-educational College has long enjoyed a strong sports 
culture. After years of utilising pools at local leisure 
centres, it is hoped the new centre will develop the 
aquatic skills of all students and facilitate more rigorous 
training for the swimming and water polo squads. 

‘I want to acknowledge not just the current board but 
all the people who’ve come before,’ Mr Italiano said. 
‘This project has been something that Principal Caroline 
Payne has been championing for a long time, not only 

at the board level but with staff and at the community 
level. On her behalf, it is a wonderful occasion that 
we’ve got to this point.’   

College Board Chair Darren Cutri acknowledged the 
support of the whole College community – all the 
families that have been and are here as a part of the 
process, as well as those involved in the planning. 
Speaking to the importance of Physical Education and 
the students’ high interest in sports, Mr Cutri said, ‘It is 
really important to have great facilities for our students 
going into the future. I look forward to us winning 
trophies at the water polo and in the swimming.’ 

Claire Coten (Swimming Captain, Class of 2017) was 
bestowed the privilege of breaking ground, and was 
joined by Mr Italiano, Mr Cutri, Business Manager 
Sharon Carmichael, 2020 Head Boy Byron Devene, 
2020 Head Girl Sophie Steel, and 2020 Sport Prefects 
Thomas Stephenson and Sophie Jones.  

The Aquatic Centre will complete the Dean Road 
precinct of the College, which already includes the 
recently unveiled College Theatre, the refurbished James 
Nestor Centre, the David Heath Community Centre and 
gymnasium opened in 2016, and the existing hardcourts. 

Be sure to check out the Alumni Facebook page for the 
fly-through of the Aquatic Centre.

Sharon Carmichael, Thomas Stephenson, Sophie Jones, Sophie Steel, Byron Devene, Claire Coten (Class of 2017), Frank Italiano, Darren Cutri
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WHAT’S ON AT CORPUS

BEAUTY AND THE BEAST

From August 1-3 2019, we held our whole College 
production of Disney’s Beauty and the Beast. Over 
90 students acting as cast, crew and musicians were 
involved and we are so proud of the dedication and 
talents of all of them. All of our evening shows were sell-
outs prompting the addition of a matinee performance. 
It was amazing to see the energy brought to each show! 

We held a competition for our Alumni to win tickets to 
the shows and received some wonderful feedback about 
the new theatre and the performance from some of our 
winners:

“When my sisters and I were at Corpus, graduating between 
2004 and 2012, we were all involved in various aspects of 
music and drama. We participated in different performances 
in the auditorium, in the theatres of other schools, and other 
venues. 

The new theatre is a wonderful facility that I wish had 
been there during my time at Corpus! It is modern and 
contemporary, with sleek lighting features in the foyer. 
It is the same inside the theatre, with interesting designs 
and lighting on the walls and comfortable seats that all 
seemingly have great views of the stage.

The performance of Beauty and the Beast was spectacular. 
It was hard to believe that we were watching a high 
school production. The cast were insanely talented and 
funny, the music was wonderful and the set was amazing. 
Congratulations to all who worked on the production - it 

was a wonderful performance to watch, in such a new and 
modern addition to the College.” 
- Sophie Bowen; Class of 2007

“My daughter Lauren and I attended Corpus Christi College’s 
recent production of Beauty and the Beast, with tickets 
courtesy of the CCC Alumni network. 

I had not been back to the College for nearly 25 years and 
was amazed by the incredible facilities available to current 
students.  Although much of the school has changed since 
my time as a student there, I was able to point out to my 
daughter where my year 11 homeroom has been, and some 
of the places my friends and I used to ‘hang out’ during 
lunch times. I recognised the James Nestor Auditorium 
where the first CCC production of Oklahoma was performed 
when I was in Year 12.  

Whilst the auditorium is still impressive, the new theatre 
complex is absolutely fantastic! Both Lauren and I 
thoroughly enjoyed the ‘show’ and we were really impressed 
by the quality of the acting and musical performances, as 
well as the costumes and stage sets. Overall we thought the 
production was extremely professional.  

I was also delighted to catch up with Mr Tony Curtis and 
his wife Elizabeth during the intermission break; Mr Curtis 
was Principal at the College during my time as a student.  
Thank you again for providing us with the opportunity to 
attend Beauty and the Beast.  We look forward to returning 
to the College in the future to enjoy more wonderful theatre 
productions.” 
- Jennifer Wilkes (nee Schurman); Class of 1990 

Alumni Spotted!

Sophie Bowen; Class of 2007 and Isobel Bowen; Class of 2012

SPREADING CHRISTMAS CHEER:  
Corpus Christi College Donates Hampers to St Vinnies 
Christmas Appeal

Our students are bringing Christmas cheer to local 
families in need through the generous gift of food 
hampers. 

As part of the College’s Christian Service Learning 
program, students spent the first four weeks of Term 
Four collecting food donations for the St Vinnies 
Christmas Appeal, with every homeroom group aiming 
to complete one hamper each for donation to an 
assigned family. Student volunteers assisted with sorting 
through the items that had been generously donated 
by the Corpus community of students and staff. An 
impressive 44 hampers were prepared – a feat made 
possible due to several homerooms collecting enough 
food for two hampers.

‘Each student should be very proud of themselves 
for helping those in need in our community,’ said Ms 
Katrina Thomas, Christian Service Learning Coordinator 
at the College. ‘A big thank you to all those who have 
supported and helped with this appeal, especially the 
homeroom teachers, our St Vinnies Conference here at 

Corpus, and the Hamper Helpers from Years 8 and 9. 
Without you this would not have been achieved.’

Christian Service Learning opportunities encourage 
students to find ways to meet a need that exists in the 
community, challenging them to live out the values of 
the College by forging meaningful connections with the 
world-at-large. The College looks forward to students 
keeping up the enthusiasm for ministry in 2020.

For more information on Student Ministry at Corpus 
Christi College, visit the website:  
www.corpus.wa.edu.au/student-ministry



Term Three



Term Four
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CHRIS CARBONE | PROPERTY MANAGER

Ever wondered what it takes to keep the College 
grounds and facilities in working order? Property 
Manager Chris Carbone has been with the College 
since 2013. Every day, Mr Carbone and his dedicated 
team busily ensure the College is a tidy and welcoming 
learning environment for our students. His assistance 
is key to the success of our capital development and 
improvement projects. He is a member of MacKillop 
House, and through his interests outside of work is a 
shining example of how the people of Corpus give back 
to the community-at-large.

WHAT DOES A DAY AT CORPUS LOOK LIKE FOR 
YOU?
Busy cleaning the school and ensuring that the school is 
safe for the students and set up, ready for events.

WHAT DO YOU LOVE MOST ABOUT WORKING AT 
CORPUS?
Making the grounds look good.

HOW DO YOU LIKE TO SPEND YOUR TIME OUTSIDE 
OF WORK?
Outside of work I foster children for the Department for 
Child Protection and also look after injured wildlife.

MELISSA BAINES | HOUSE COORDINATOR 
AND HUMANITIES TEACHER

A Corpus alum (Class of 1999), Mrs Baines returned 
to the College as a Humanities Teacher in 2017. In 
addition to coordinating MacKillop House, she is also 
dedicated to promoting environmental sustainability 
at the College, educating us on topics such as climate 
change, waste reduction, being green and going plastic-
free. She organised the recent ‘Threatened Species 
Bake Off’ in which staff and students were invited to 
submit decorated themed cakes for judging. A hot yoga 
enthusiast, she has facilitated professional learning 
sessions on spinal health for her colleagues. Whether it’s 
for the well-being of students, staff or the environment, 
Mrs Baines shows us just what it means to be a 
responsible global citizen.

WHAT DO YOU LOVE MOST ABOUT WORKING AT 
CORPUS?
Great students and amazing colleagues.

WHAT IS YOUR FAVOURITE COLLEGE EVENT? WHY?
Inter-house Cross Country. It’s a great chance to get 
outside, everyone participates and you can run/walk 
with the students.

WHAT IS YOUR FAVOURITE OR DREAM HOLIDAY 
DESTINATION?
My favourite trip was backpacking around Asia 
(Cambodia and Myanmar) with family in 2016.

PEOPLE OF CORPUS ELISE VITI | TEACHER ASSISTANT

Ms Viti commenced at the College in 2017 as a Teacher 
Assistant (Special Needs) in our Education Support 
Centre. Elise brings her enthusiasm to school each 
day, supporting our students in a variety of classes and 
activities, and lists Ed Support Camp as a highlight of 
the calendar. She enjoys working with teachers and 
staff across the College, including participating in House 
events as part of Salvado. A professional vocal instructor, 
Elise recently wowed our College community by singing 
with the staff band at the Corpus Christi Day Talent 
Quest, setting a new bar for staff performances!

WHAT DOES A DAY AT CORPUS LOOK LIKE FOR 
YOU?
Very exciting as every day is different. We never know 
what challenges or what type of day we are walking 
into and that is the best part. I work in a happy, healthy, 
working environment and I enjoy my time with the 
teachers and staff.

WHAT DO YOU LOVE MOST ABOUT WORKING AT 
CORPUS?
The students! They make me so happy.

FUN FACT/S ABOUT YOURSELF?
I am a singing teacher, teaching Voice and Piano for 10 
years now. I have also been a dance teacher for 8 years.

JAMES DOVE | HEAD OF ARTS

Mr Dove joined 
Corpus Christi College 
as our Head of Arts 
in 2013 and has been 
a driving force ever 
since. Overseeing a 
Learning Area that 
encompasses the 
various Arts disciplines 
– performing and 
visual – he works with 
a dedicated team of 

staff to offer students a dynamic learning environment 
where their talents can be nurtured. His approach as 
an Apple Distinguished Educator is forward-thinking, 
and he truly understands the courage required to 
embrace one’s creativity, having acted for many years in 
professional theatre and TV in England before becoming 
an educator. Mr Dove also helped consult on the design 
of our new theatre and refreshed facilities, ensuring all 
students can benefit from these spaces. As the saying 
goes, ‘All the world’s a stage’ – if in doubt, ask Mr Dove 
for direction!

WHY DID YOU BECOME A TEACHER?
My journey was an interesting one. I was a professional 
actor in England for five years – mostly professional 
theatre and TV. With every event I tended to get asked 
to lead professional PD or Education programs. So I 
took the risk and attended the Central School of Speech 
and Drama and became a teacher of Drama. To answer 
the question: I have a strong belief that everyone has a 
talent and a place in cultural and spiritual development. 
The more we connect to each other, the greater our 
spirit grows. Being creative takes real courage. So for me 
teaching was a real extension of why I went into the Arts 
in the first place.

WHAT IS YOUR FAVOURITE COLLEGE EVENT? WHY?
I think all College Arts events each have their own 
quality. We work extremely hard to ensure that each 
event reaches their perspective outcomes. But if pushed, 
my favourite has to be the Interhouse Play. I love the 
fact that it is student led and such a great vehicle for 
finding untapped talent.

HOW DO YOU LIKE TO SPEND YOUR TIME OUTSIDE 
OF WORK?
With my family first and foremost, and second, DJ’ing 
for RTRFM on Soulsides and Rock, Rattle & Roll. I am 
also on the board of DramaWest.
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ANTHONY SPAGNOLO | CLASS OF 2005

At Corpus Christi College, our mission is to be a 
Catholic community committed to empowering every 
learner to serve and enrich our changing world. In 
an increasingly globalised world fraught with socio-
political and economic challenges, it’s important more 
than ever to connect with the communities beyond our 
neighbourhood and borders.

Anthony Spagnolo (Class of 2005), Senior Advisor to 
federal Finance Minister Senator Mathias Cormann, 
learned about the world in depth when he completed a 
double degree in Commerce and Arts at the University 
of Western Australia, majoring in Accounting, Corporate 
Finance and Political Science & International Relations. 
But even before graduating university, Anthony felt 
called to go beyond the pages of a textbook: 

‘I’ve always been both a problem solver and a 
community-oriented sort of a person. My quest 
to connect with people from a diverse range of 
backgrounds, to understand and empathise with 
their sentiments and expand upon my ability to solve 
problems took me on a journey to West Africa as a 
Christian missionary in 2009,’ he explained.  

This undertaking to serve, connect and discover 
is echoed in the College’s immersion programs to 
Cambodia and Beagle Bay, where students have a 
unique opportunity to contribute to the local community 
whilst also nurturing their own spiritual and cultural 
growth. The life-long benefits of Anthony’s decision 
confirm that such experiences – whether taken up while 
at Corpus or at a later stage of life – are well and truly 
worth it.

Anthony says, ‘Being able to mingle in the midst of 
locals for three months in a remote village, seeing the 
world the way they do, and developing the ability to 
show empathy to situations we, in the developed world, 
almost never go through remains in my eyes to be an 
experience I cherish since graduating from Corpus 
Christi College. That was a life changing experience that 
has taught me many things a conventional education 
often struggles to. I was able to import the lessons from 
that journey in to my professional and public service 
pathways that I have dabbled in ever since.’ 

In June of this year, Anthony took up a promotion to his 
current position, where he works directly on the Federal 
Budget, prepares advice for Cabinet and the Expenditure 
Review Committee, and negotiates and delivers policy 
with the Prime Minister’s and Treasurer’s senior staff. 
With government directives affecting millions of lives, 
it’s a role where empathy and problem-solving can go a 
long way.  

His advice for current Corpus students? ‘Every student 
identifies subjects we’re taught at school as either “fun” 
or “boring”. The one piece of advice I would love to give 
Corpus students is to never ever underestimate the 
value of things you might think right now are boring. I 
used to be like that with a few subjects. It’s not until you 
leave school and take a deep dive into the real world 
that you realise how lucky you were that the curriculum 
included such a diverse range of education options. High 
school years are the best of your life and we ought to 
never take for granted the true scale of wisdom we can 
acquire in those years, especially at a school like Corpus 
Christi.’ 

VERONICA SANTORO | CLASS OF 2006

At Corpus Christi College, we believe in providing a 
well-rounded education that sets up our graduates 
to be lifelong learners and global citizens. Veronica 
Santoro (Class of 2006) is an example of someone who 
has embodied the Corpus learner profile, exploring her 
talents and interests after graduation and becoming a 
worldly, accomplished member of society.   

Veronica took up many of the opportunities on offer 
during her time in high school. She was a member of 
Chamber Choir, an inaugural member of the Barbershop 
group, played in the Guitar ensemble, and travelled to 
Singapore on a Music tour. She participated in several 
Catholic Performing Arts Festivals, receiving the shield 
for Best Vocal Solo (Secondary) in Year 10, and in 
Year 11 played the lead role of Dorothy in the College 
Production of The Wizard of Oz. With such enthusiasm 
and commitment, it should come as no surprise that she 
went on to serve as both Music Captain and a House 
Captain in Year 12. In addition to being awarded Colours 
for Music, Veronica received the Sequere Dominum 
Award – one of the College’s highest honours. 

After graduation, Veronica went on to complete a 
Bachelor of Pharmacy at Curtin University, which led 
to her working as a Clinical Pharmacist at Royal Perth 
Hospital and assisting in the set-up of the Pharmacy 
department at the new St John of God in Midland. 
Recently, she also completed a postgraduate diploma in 
Clinical Pharmacy from the University of Tasmania.   

While pursuing her career goals, Veronica still kept 
up her interest in Music and performance. She took 
on lead roles with the Gilbert and Sullivan Society of 
WA, performed in recitals with Art Song Perth, and 
completed her AMEB Singing exams. In 2013, she 
travelled to Italy for a summer in Florence learning 
and performing Bel Canto (Italian operatic singing). On 
winning a performance award during this trip, she was 
flown to New York State for further recitals where she 
was able to showcase her God-given talent. Not done 
quite yet, and knowing she was able to give back to 
the community, she then organised a recital in Perth on 
her return, successfully raising funds for the Leukaemia 
Foundation.  

Beyond work and performance, Veronica has taken the 
time to travel the world and immerse herself in these 
experiences. She lived in London for a period shortly 
after getting married in 2015. She now has two boys  
– a three year old and one year old – whom she 
describes as ‘beautiful’ and ‘energetic’. She has recently 
returned to work after maternity leave and is enjoying 
motherhood.  

On reflecting on her journey so far, Veronica says she 
feels ‘truly blessed’ by the opportunities she’s had 
resulting from her education. At Corpus, we are invested 
in the personal, professional and spiritual growth of our 
community members, and it’s updates like Veronica’s 
that affirm our College’s mission. Each student is more 
than just one talent, one interest, one goal – there is 
much to life beyond secondary education, and we look 
forward to seeing what our alumni achieve next! 

WHERE ARE THEY NOW?

SUBMISSIONS | ALUMNI STORY CALL OUT

We love sharing our Alumni achievements and milestones. Whether you run a successful small business, celebrated the birth of a 
child, or are achieving success in your chosen field - we want to hear about it!

For inclusion in one of our issues, please provide us with relevant details and photos, as well as your graduating year. Articles will 
be posted as space permits. All alumni related communications can be sent through to: communications@corpus.wa.edu.au  
or by filling out the following survey: www.corpus.wa.edu.au/alumni-survey

Veronica (left) with sister 
Amelia (Class of 2010) at the 

College Theatre Opening, 
 as featured on page 6.
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> On September 22 2018, Cassandra Choo (nee Endris),  
Class of 2008, married Nick Choo in a ceremony at 
Corpus Christi College’s local parish - St Thomas More 
Church in Bateman. Cassandra and Nick then celebrated 
with a reception at Matilda Bay Restaurant. 

> Congratulations to Gracie Drennan (Class of 2016), 
who is a recent South Metro TAFE fashion graduate and 
had one of her designs shown at Perth Fashion Festival’s 
Future Runway show in September. 

> An outstanding effort by Dr Mark Hackett (Class of 
2002), who has been awarded a Future Fellowship from 
the Australian Research Council for ‘Delivering new tools 
to visualise how changes to blood vessels during ageing 
affect the amount and distribution of metal ions in brain 
cells’ at Curtin University’s School of Molecular and Life 
Sciences.

Mark received a letter from the Minister for Education 
acknowledging that his proposed research program 
would ‘make a valuable contribution to Australia’s 
knowledge base, along with our nation’s prosperity’.

The full article announcing his grant can be viewed here: 
https://news.curtin.edu.au/media-releases/curtin-
scientists-recognised-as-future-leaders-in-research-
innovation/

> Thank you to the Alumni from the Class of 1999; 
Damian Chandler (current Corpus teacher), Matthew 
Cremin, Phillip Gazzone, Colin Johnston, Anthony 
Pintaudi, Rowan Platel (current Corpus teacher) and 
David Van Gentevoort, who returned to the College as 
part of the Year 11 Pastoral Program earlier this year. 
A lot has changed since their time at Corpus and the 
Year 11 boys were given the opportunity to ask them 
questions about study, careers, life, relationships and 
future pathways.

> Corpus alum Brandon Matera (pictured page 13) from 
the Fremantle Football Club was a special guest at our 
7th annual Burgundy, White and Blue Celebration of 
Sports Evening on 31 October 2019. He was joined by 
MC Karl Langdon and WAFL umpire Gabby Simmonds,  
and participated in an insightful and interactive Q&A 
session, which inspired many of the talented Corpus 
athletes being recognised at the event. Thank you for 
coming along Brandon!

> During Term 3, artist Mark Tweedie (Class of 1999), 
conducted a five week workshop with our Year 10 Gifted 
and Talented Visual Arts students.

Over the five weeks, students participated in a variety 
of guided workshops sessions and demonstrations 
focusing on portraiture. Using a variety of drawing and 
painting styles, students explored charcoal, drawing and 
painting to create their final composition. The program is 
designed to enhance their current curriculum art practice 
and it will also provide valuable workshop time to explore 
contemporary styles of artistic expression.

ALUMNI UPDATES

Cassandra (Class of 2008), with husband Nick on their wedding day

Class of 1999 mentors, visiting  
current Year 11 students

Mark (Class of 1999) with 
current Visual Art students

PETER HO | CLASS OF 2017

During his time at the College, Peter Ho immersed 
himself in the Arts, which led to his role as Arts Captain 
and receiving College Colours for Drama in his final year.   

As Peter reflects on his time at Corpus, he declares 
that, ‘Every production I did has a special place in my 
heart as they all helped me discover my love for the arts. 
However, the production of Guys and Dolls in 2016 will 
always be a favourite, as it was my first every musical. It’s 
not every day where I get to play a charming, cool and 
slick character like Sky Masterson. Mainly, it was the best 
learning experience to get to perform with my friends 
and to work with Mr Dove (featured in our ‘People of 
Corpus’ on page 15) and music teacher Mr Harries, 
introducing me into the world of Musicals; changing my 
path in life.’ 

Upon graduating, Peter decided to spend his first year 
out of school undertaking part-time study at Curtin 
University, with his main goal being to train for an 
audition with WAAPA at the end of 2018.  

Part-time study gave him the opportunity to work 
towards his goal, using his spare time to take dance 
classes, vocal lessons and gain further stage experience 
by performing in plays and musicals. He featured in 
VERGE, a student written, horror/thriller play at Curtin 
and was a supporting lead in the musical Be More 
Chill with Phoenix Theatre Company. The latter was 
submitted and performed at the Fringe Festival in late 
January 2019. Being involved in the festival was an 
eye-opening experience both into the industry and the 
arts community in Perth. The experience confirmed his 
love for acting & music theatre and wanting to chase his 
dreams of a career in the industry. 

At the end of the 2018, Peter’s dedication paid off, with 
a successful audition and acceptance into the Diploma 
of Musical Theatre for 2019 at WAAPA. It was a one-
year, full-time course where he honed his skills and 
worked harder than ever before. He shares that he ‘met a 
wonderful group of friends and teachers who helped me 
to further establish the skills I needed to achieve my goal 
for 2019: to get into a Bachelor course.’  

Recently, Peter put all of his hard work to the test and 
auditioned for four drama schools across Australia. He 
was fortunate enough to receive an early offer to study 
at Elder Conservatorium of Music in Adelaide, and finally 
an offer at WAAPA, achieving his ultimate goal of getting 
into a Bachelor Course of Music Theatre for 2020. As 
one of the most challenging Performing Arts places to 

attain in WA, this accolade is a testament to his talent 
and potential. By setting a goal and mapping out how to 
get there, Peter showed that perseverance and self-belief 
can be as important as raw talent. 

Peter acknowledges, ‘All these achievements and goals 
I’ve reached, I couldn’t have done it by myself. I’m forever 
grateful to have met all the teachers, coaches and friends 
who have helped and who will continue to help me for 
the next few years. Yes, it takes individual practice and 
hard work, but the community, learning from others and 
sharing in the experience with others is invaluable.’ 

Peter perfoming in the 2016 College production Guys and Dolls
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REUNIONS | EVENT DETAILS AND PHOTO CALL OUT

Are you planning your graduating year’s reunion? We’d love to help get the word out!

We can also assist with venue recommendations and ticket sales for your event, as well as sharing photos with the community 
after the event.

For inclusion in the next issue of Corpus Spirit and promotion through our channels, please provide details of the event, as well as 
your graduating year. All alumni related communications can be sent through to:

communications@corpus.wa.edu.au

Class of ‘99 - 2O Year Reunion!

EVENTS & NOTICES

ADVERTISING | SUBMISSION CALL OUT

Are you a Corpus Christi College alumni who runs your own business? Are you looking to promote your business or services to  
a potential new market?

For further information on advertising in the next issue of Corpus Spirit, please contact:

communications@corpus.wa.edu.au

TERM TWO 
Wednesday 20 May 4.00pm

Thursday 11 June 9.00am

TERM ONE
Tuesday 10 March 9.00am (Open Day)

TERM FOUR
Saturday 14 November 10.00am (Open Day)

TERM THREE
Tuesday 28 July 10.00am

Wednesday 9 September 4.00pm

2O2O Tour Dates

Register:
www.corpus.wa.edu.au/opendays
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CORPUS CHRISTI COLLEGE 
Murdoch Drive, Bateman 

PO Box 279, Willetton 6955 
Western Australia 

Phone:  08 6332 2500

enquiries@corpus.wa.edu.au 
www.corpus.wa.edu.au


